 Engineering and Physical Sciences Research Council (EPSRC) Industrial CASE Studentships

Introduction

This is an application to Scottish Enterprise for an award of an EPSRC Industrial CASE Studentship. Scottish Enterprise acts as the agent in Scotland on behalf of EPSRC to assist in the allocation of these awards. There are three awards available for the coming academic year. The intention is that awards will be made to applications that most fully match the economic development objectives of Scottish Enterprise and EPSRC’s award criteria.

Industrial CASE Studentships are three and a half year postgraduate awards. Their aim is to enable companies to take the lead in defining and arranging projects, with a higher education institution (HEI) academic partner of their choice. Participating companies are required to provide a cash contribution of a minimum of one third of the EPSRC contribution. This contribution is supplementary (on top of) to EPSRC's award.  At present rates this equates to a minimum of approximately £22,279 over the duration of the project.  The company must also commit to the student spending at least three months, during the period of the award, at their premises and pay any travel and subsistence costs the student accrues during this period. Find out more on the EPSRC website.

This application process is modelled on the EPSRC CASE Pool Competition but is operated entirely separately. Scottish Enterprise does not act as an agent for the Pool Competition.

Scottish Enterprise is working in partnership with Interface - The knowledge connection for business, to promote and administer this scheme. Interface is a national programme, funded by Scottish Funding Council and Scottish Government, and provides a central point of access for businesses seeking to access the knowledge and skills in Scotland’s Universities. Find out more on the Interface website.

· This application form must be completed and returned to Scottish Enterprise by 5pm Friday 16th July 2010. 

· Applicants must discuss and agree their application with Interface before submission and should therefore aim to speak with Interface no later than 9th July 2010. Interface can be contacted on 0131 6514790 or at info@interface-online.org.uk. 

· The outcomes of the assessment process will be communicated from 6th August 2010.

Applications should be sent electronically to gavin.laird@scotent.co.uk and one hard copy version should be sent to:

Gavin Laird

Scottish Enterprise

5 Atlantic Quay
150 Broomielaw
Glasgow
G2 8LU

Application criteria

Applications will be judged on the following two sets of criteria.

The first set of criteria must be met fully:

· The applicant company must be a Small to Medium Enterprise (SME) with its main operations in Scotland. Please check the European Commission definition of SME.

· The host academic institution must be UK based.

· The applicant company must demonstrate they are operating, or plan to operate, within one of the priority industries as defined by Scottish Enterprise (Aerospace, defence & marine, Chemical sciences, Construction, Digital markets and enabling technologies, Energy, Food and drink, Financial services, Forest industries, Life sciences, Textiles, Tourism).

· The proposed research must fall within the area of engineering and physical sciences and, as such, be within the remit of EPSRC.
The second set of criteria will be scored by a Scottish Enterprise review panel according to the weightings indicated below. 

	How clearly is the technical challenge of the project articulated?


	15%

	To what extent does the proposed project provide an appropriate research challenge for the student?


	20%

	To what extent will the proposed award benefit the applicant company? 


	25%

	To what extent will the proposed award lead to benefits to the relevant Scottish sector and the Scottish Economy?
	25%

	How clear is the project plan? The plan should include the duration of the studentship and how the outcomes of the project will fit with the company’s longer term priorities.


	15%

	Total
	100%


Each criterion will be scored on a scale of 0-3 giving a possible total score out of 300.

15 x 3 = 45
20 x 3 = 60

25 x 3 = 75
25 x 3 = 75
15 x 3 = 45
Total = 300

Project

	Name of project
	          

	Technical description (max. 500 words)

Please outline the proposed challenge to be investigated by the student. Include why it is necessary to link with the research base.
	          


	Scottish Enterprise focuses its activity in eleven industries of strategic importance for Scotland. Will the proposed project help the company to increase competitiveness and/or sales within one or more of those industries? (Please check one or more)



	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Aerospace, defence & marine
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Chemical sciences
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Construction

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Digital markets & enabling technologies
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Energy
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Food and drink

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Financial services
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Forest industries
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Life sciences

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Textiles
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	Tourism
	
	


	How does the project present an appropriate intellectual research challenge for a Ph.D. studentship? (max 150 words)
	          


	Please state the company’s objectives for this project.
(max 150 words)
	

	How do you envisage this project delivering success to 

a. your business
b. your sector and the Scottish economy
(max 350 words)
	


	Please provide an outline project plan covering the duration of the proposed studentship. Up to five key deliverables can be included per year. (max 350 words)
	          

	Please indicate how the outcomes of the project will fit with the company’s longer term priorities.
(max 150 words)
	


Project history
	Please outline the extent to which your proposal builds on an existing collaboration between the company and academic partners. Has the project previously received funding from other sources such as Knowledge Tranfer Partnerships, SFC Innovation Vouchers, Scottish Enterprise innovation support, other studentships, etc?
(Please note this information will not be used to assess your application for this studentship.)

	


Participants and signatures

	Registered Name of Company
	          

	Address
	          

	Postcode
	          

	Company Contact
	          
	Telephone
	          

	Email address
	          

	Does the company meet the definition of a Small to Medium Enterprise? (Check the definition)
	Yes        FORMCHECKBOX 

No         FORMCHECKBOX 



	Name of HEI partner
	          

	Address
	          

	Postcode
	          

	HEI Contact
	          
	Telephone
	          

	Email address
	          


	Interface – The knowledge connection for business

	The SME and HEI indicated above have discussed this application with Interface.

	Signed
	
	Date
	          

	Name
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